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trespassing

by Brad Nicoll and Anna Mitterling
Trespassing ruins hunts, 

gives sportsmen and women a bad name, 
and comes with stiff fines.

Attorney Brad Nicoll and Michigan Wildlife Cooperatives Coordinator
Anna Mitterling take a look at recreational trespass from all sides -

law enforcement, property owners and sportsmen and women -
so that you know how to protect your rights and stay out of trouble this fall. 

NOTHING IN THIS ARTICLE SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS LEGAL ADVICE. 



LAW ENFORCEMENT

laNDOWNERS

POST YOUR PROPERTY
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PARTNER WITH NEIGHBORS

RETRIEVING HUNTING DOGS

It’s important for landowners to know that it is legal 
for dog owners to retrieve their dogs; this does not 
constitute trespassing. 

Here is how the relevant statute reads: 

“A person other than a person 
possessing a firearm may, unless 
previously prohibited in writing or 
orally by the property owner or his or 
her lessee or agent, enter on foot upon 
the property of another person for the 
sole purpose of retrieving a hunting 
dog. The person shall not remain on the 
property beyond the reasonable time 
necessary to retrieve the dog.“

Further, landowners should remember that only 
dog owners may remove the collar of a hunting 
dog. Often these tracking collars are critical for the 
safety of the dog to be retrieved. 

Michigan United Conservation Clubs and the 
Mchigan Hunting Dog Federation have worked 
with Representative Triston Cole (R-Mancelona), 
on  legislation, House Bill 5215, to increase the 
fine for the removal of a dog collar by anyone 
other than the dog’s owner or authorized agent. 
As of publication, the bill had passed the Michigan 
House of Representatives and was in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 



GET TO KNOW YOUR C.O.

l

DEALING WITH TRESPASSERS

testify, the less likely you would 

1. Continue to take photos/video 
(the quality is not very important 
- the COs have tools to enhance 
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footage and clarify the image) of the trespasser, the 
vehicle and its license plate. 

2. Take notes of what you see going on. This can be 
used in court as long as the notetaker/photographer 

are wearing, color, make/model of vehicle, other ob-
servations, 

3. Encourage neighbors to take photos of the trespass-
er, the vehicle and its license plate.

4. Contact Law Enforcement if the trespasser is on 
your land. 

REMEDIES

ney to advise you, but the option is available in some 
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SPORTSMEN & 
WOMEN

has spent time in 

publish a plat book 

you will be allowed to use the 
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viously a bad idea, but it is also 

Select Cut, LLC
If You Got a Tree Call Me, The Tree Guy

989/289-2329
Timber Appraisals / Log Sales 

Timber Purchasing / Firewood Sales
Got wooded property thinking of selling? Give me a call

BUYING ALL
TYPES OF TIMBER

5 Acres or more. Top price paid. 
Cashin advance. 

Improve wildlife habitat.
Patco Forest Products

• (989) 539-7588 •
after 6 p.m.

AMISH LOG HEADBOARD: with 
queen pillowtop mattress set and 
frame. All brand new in the plastic. 
Cost $1050 will sell for $275. Reach 
us at 989-923-1278

SOLID WOOD PINE BUNK BEDS: 
Brand new. Includes two brand new 
mattresses still in the plastic. Cost 
$999.99 sacrificing for $300. Call 
Dan at 989-832-1866.

If the landowner 
enjoys wild game, 
consider sharing 
your bounty with 

him or her. 
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This statute does not allow a 

CONCLUSION

MUCC POLICY
PURPLE PAINT LAW

This summer, Michigan United 
Conservation Clubs member 
club delegates adopted a policy 
resolution supporting a "Purple Paint" 
law in Michigan. 

Purple paint laws exist in other states, 
like Missouri, where Brian Towe 
of the Quality Deer Management 
Association explains that it provides 
a low-cost option for landowners 
to clearly mark their boundaries, 
protecting both their property rights 
and setting clear boundaries to help 
hunters, anglers and trappers avoid 
inadvertantly wandering across a 
property line they didn't know was 
there. 

In other states, a purple paint mark 
on a tree has the same effect as a 
"No Trespassing" sign. The idea was 
proposed in Michigan by legislation 
in 2006, but stalled in the House of 
Representatives after being passed in 
the Senate. 

In 2013, legislation based on a 2011 
MUCC resolution was passed to 
increase the restitution penalties for 
poaching antlered whitetails and 
for recreational trespass. In 2015, 
legislation was passed based on a 
2015 MUCC resolution to increase 
the penalties for poaching elk, 
moose, bear, turkey, waterfowl and 
eagles. 

Brad Nicoll is an Attorney in Montmorency 
County in northeast Michigan. He is runs a 
private practice law firm out of Atlanta, Michi-
gan and is a part time assistant prosecutor. He 
practices in the areas of real property, estate 
planning and administration, and civil matters. 
Brad is a member of the Montmorency Coun-
ty Conservation Club, and an individual mem-
ber of MUCC. He is a hunter, a fisherman, 
and an outdoorsman.Brad.Nicoll@bradleyjni-
coll.com or (989)785-4900.

Anna Mitterling is the Wildlife Cooperative 
Coordinator with Michigan United Con-
servation Club. She works with landowners 
and partners across the state of Michigan to 
promote, create and expand wildlife coop-
eratives where landowners work together 
with other organizations to benefit hunting 
and habitat on their properties. To learn more 
about wildlife cooperatives, contact her at 
amitterling@mucc.org or (517)346-6454.


