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Resolution #C 

 
Submitted by:  Steve Baughan, Individual Member 

MUCC Region:  6 

Proposed:   March 13, 2021 Conservation Policy Board meeting 

Title:  Minimize interaction of domestic animals and foothold traps on land open to 

public use/access 

 

WHEREAS, trapping with a foothold trap is a legally recognized method for harvesting fur bearers and 1 

managing predator populations within their environment in Michigan; and, 2 

WHEREAS, the use of a foothold trap is permitted and accepted on lands open to public use in Michigan 3 

including road right of ways when bordering publicly owned land; and, 4 

WHEREAS, the trapping season overlaps other hunting seasons where dogs are legally used in pursuit of 5 

game; and, 6 

WHEREAS, hunting dogs and domestic pets often utilize the same publicly owned lands and road right 7 

of ways and may become inadvertently caught in foothold traps set on land accessible to the general 8 

public; and, 9 

WHEREAS, the general public may be unaware that trapping is actively occurring, and/or may not 10 

possess the knowledge of how to properly release a dog caught in a foothold trap; and, 11 

WHEREAS, an inadvertently sprung trap reduces the overall success rate for the trap owner; NOW,  12 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) will request 13 

the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to include in its annual survey of hunters and 14 

trappers a question to gauge the occurrence, on an annual basis, of hunters using dogs (bear, rabbit, bird, 15 

etc.) which become inadvertently caught in foothold traps. Further, from the trapper standpoint, how often 16 

traps are tripped and no animal is present in order to determine the prevalence of the potential for 17 

unwanted interaction over time, and use this data to determine if there is enough evidence of conflict to 18 

warrant further actions to try to reduce the interaction; and, 19 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MUCC will request the MDNR to update the trapping digest to 20 

more accurately reflect the need for a foothold trap to bear the owners identification (driver’s license 21 

number, sport card number, etc.) permanently etched or attached with a metal tag when set, and not just 22 



2 
 
 

during transportation or while in the owner’s possession as is currently stated in the hunting and trapping 23 

guide in order to more accurately reflect the statute; and,  24 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MUCC will encourage development of best practices, or assess 25 

existing best practices already developed, to guide and aid new and current trappers using foothold traps 26 

to minimize the potential for domestic pets and hunting dogs to become caught, and determine if 27 

reasonable methods can be developed to help non-trapping users of public lands recognize that trapping 28 

may be actively occurring in a given area; and, 29 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MUCC will request the MDNR to include in the hunting and 30 

trapping guide (as space and cost permit) the information to help non-trapping users of public land 31 

recognize that trapping may be actively occurring in a given area should an agreed and reasonable method 32 

be developed. 33 


